The History of the Music Manifesto
The Music Manifesto is the result of a unique collaboration between the DfES and DCMS with music organisations, musicians, teachers and composers, the music industry, broadcasting, teacher and musicians' unions, arts and education charities and Trusts.
It was developed over the course of three half day seminars led by School Standards Minister, David Miliband MP. Seminars were held between June 2003 and January 2004 at the Royal Opera House, the Royal College of Music and the Abbey Road Studios. An internet discussion board was set up to enable ongoing discussions to take place on the developing text. 
In its final form, the Music Manifesto offers a strategic direction for the future of music education and a common agenda for joint action. Its five priorities take in activities from high quality first access in schools right through to the provision of relevant, effective training opportunities for the teachers and musicians who work with them. It is a wholly inclusive document, embracing all traditions, cultures and styles.
To date, the Manifesto has attracted the support of more than sixty key organisations, many of whom have already pledged practical activities and resources to support its delivery. We look forward to the development of an even wider partnership over the coming months as more signatories and more pledges come on line. 
How it will work
At the heart of the Music Manifesto is a determination that all those involved in music education should work together to deliver an exciting range of musical opportunities for young people. We intend it to be a benchmark for future activities across the music sector. We hope that it will act as a spur for those who want to contribute to music education but don't know how, and we believe that it will help both to nurture diversity and to channel it, so that activities are mutually reinforcing. 
In short, it is intended to celebrate, articulate, motivate and recruit!
The Music Manifesto has been designed to be a living, interactive resource, owned by all those who sign up to it. Using a dedicated interactive website, organisations and individuals can sign up to the Manifesto on-line and showcase their own contributions by pledging tangible programmes and resources to help make it a reality. 
What is the Music Manifesto trying to achieve?
We want every child to experience the power of music. Creating more opportunities in music for more young people is at the heart of the Music Manifesto.
Why do we need a Music Manifesto?
A significant amount of resource already goes into music education, and a huge variety of exciting opportunities are already being delivered but provision is too often patchy and diffuse. The Music Manifesto aims to align currently disparate activities to maximise their impact and reach. 
No one organisation can deliver all the aims and aspirations of the Music Manifesto working alone. However, if musicians, educators, the music industry and national organisations work together, the Manifesto aims become achievable. The Music Manifesto calls upon all those in the music sector to combine their resources and expertise to help deliver its five key priorities. 
Why have an 'on-line' Manifesto?
We want the Music Manifesto to be living document owned by a thriving network of organisations and individuals committed to delivering the five key aims. This site will allows us to highlight particular pledges, to showcase new partnerships and to provide regular news and updates. The shape of the Manifesto and the range of activities it generates will depend on the commitment and engagement of all those who register with this site.
What period does it cover?
Initially, the Music Manifesto will cover activities for the next three to five years.
Which organisations were involved in drawing up the Music Manifesto? 
The Music Manifesto was developed by the Department for Education and Skills and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport in collaboration with a sixty-strong coalition of teachers, musicians, arts organisations and music industry representatives.
How will the delivery of the Manifesto be managed?
A small Steering Group has been established from among the Manifesto signatories. Membership of the group will be rotated on an annual basis. Together the group will: 
· oversee development of an editorial policy for the website; 

· develop a partnership agreement governing the implementation of the Manifesto; 

· take responsibility for building and maintaining the coalition behind the Music Manifesto;
develop a framework for measuring the impact of the Music Manifesto; 

· develop a brand strategy for the Music Manifesto - including the use of the manifesto logo; and 
· support and oversee the performance of a Music Manifesto Champion
